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H
ema Persad has found her calling. She was an attorney in 
Toronto for many years before moving to Los Angeles in 
2014 to pursue celebrity fashion styling. Then, in 2021, one 
of her clients asked the stylist to go beyond her wardrobe 
and help decorate her house. Hema took on the challenge 

with ease and, before she knew it, business was booming. Her firm, Sagrada 
Studio, offers residential and commercial design services around the 
country. On top of that, she’s the Art Director for the Property Brothers show, 
Forever Home, and beautifies homes for celebrities, including Jay Shetty 
and Poorna Jagannathan.

Her own residence in Burbank, California is a great representation of the 
spaces she creates—unique rooms with an eye toward culture, luxury, and 
comfort. “We’ve lived here for a little over three years and we’ve changed a ton,” 
she says. “When we moved in it was a flip home, so all the finishes were white 
and plain. Slowly over time, we converted it into a four-bedroom home, redid 
the kitchen and the landscaping in the backyard, and converted the garage 
into my studio. We also added walls to convert the dining room into a proper 

dining space rather than just a pass-through to the back-
yard. There’s still more to do but it’s very livable for us!” 

Hema admits that the house will likely never feel 
“finished”; she has plans for the primary bedroom, bath-
rooms, and dining room. “I think by the time I’m done with 
these spaces I’ll probably want to change it up again,” she 
says. “I always say that when people ask for ‘timeless’ de-
sign what they really mean is something they’ll enjoy for 
the next 10 years. I don’t think anything is really timeless…
that’s just not human nature. We like things to be fresh 
after a while!”

AT HOME  
WITH HEMA
The burgeoning interior designer  
welcomes us to her own  
home in Burbank, California. 
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Family Matters
“The house was 
originally a two-
bedroom home, 
so the biggest 
renovation we did 
was to convert the 
back of the house 
into two additional 
bedrooms for my 
kids,” says designer 
Hema Persad. “I 
was pregnant with 
our third when 
we moved in, but 
I knew the house 
could be reconfig-
ured to fit a family 
of five.”


Work in Progress
Hema admits the 
dining room will 
continue to evolve. 
“We still need new 
furniture in there, 
maybe this year,” 
she reflects. “But 
after closing the 
wall we added 
skylight tubes for 
natural light and 
painted the walls 
and ceilings a black 
with blue under-
tones.” The light 
fixture is by Poly 
& Bark. 


Freshen Up
The living room 
was brightened up 
with paint, lighting, 
and new furniture 
and accessories. A 
cozy sofa from Four 
Hands is paired 
with a Pottery Barn 
coffee table and a 
rug from Kantara 
Rugs. The lamps 
were scored at the 
Rose Bowl Flea 
Market.


Easy Does It
The kitchen 
retained its layout, 
cabinets, and hard-
wood floors, but 
Hema made bold 
transformations 
with new counter-
tops, Portola Paint 
limewashed walls, 
and a shimmery 
backsplash from 
Zia Tile. “Before 
this refresh it was 
a white kitchen 
with white tile 
backsplash and 
a stainless-steel 
hood, very builder 
grade,” she says.


Collector’s Items
“I like old things 
that tell a story, so 
a lot of the smaller 
pieces and decor 
items are vintage, 
from the flea 
market or places 
we’ve traveled,” 
Hema says. “For my 
personal home, I 
never like anything 
to look too shiny 
and new.”
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